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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
• O presents 10mo old MN Bernese Mountain Dog for an ununited anconeal process along the L 
elbow- suspected bilateral dysplasia. O states that she first noticed pt. being painful around 6mo of 
age after walks- not wanting to continue walk, shifting positions, and sometimes crying out. Went to 
rDVM in Dec. and was fitted with elbow sleeves. He is currently not on any medications. He is utd 
on vaccines. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOWS 
 
Plain studies are available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
LEFT 
 
The left anconeal process is completely isolated with no signs of fusion. The medullary cavities of 
the anconeus process and ulna are closed and smooth. Moderate peripheral sclerosis and 
periarticular osteophytosis are noted. The medial process presents within normal limits. There is no 
evidence of osteochondritis. The joint incongruence is mild and unlikely of clinical significance.  
 
RIGHT  
 
The right anconeal process is fused with sclerosis and its physeal scar. The subchondral bone plates, 
however, are intact. The medial process presents within normal limits. There is no evidence of 
osteochondritis or osteoarthritis. The joint incongruence is minimal and is of unlikely clinical 
significance. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Ununited anconeal process with moderate osteoarthritis of the left elbow.  
• No evidence of ununited anconeal process or other significant elbow dysplasia in the right 

elbow 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The left elbow presents an ununited anconeal process with moderate secondary osteoarthritis. The 
anconeal process of the right elbow is fused. The minimal bilateral joint incongruence is unlikely to 
be of clinical significance. The medial coronoid process presents normal in both elbows. There is no 
evidence of osteochondritis of the medial humeral condyles. 
 
Orthopedic referral for surgical evaluation of the left ununited anchor nail process should be 
considered if clinical signs persists. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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